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Chapter 5-7
Name: ______________________



“The earth lay dark under a muffled sky and the air was so still that now and then he heard a lump of snow come thumping down from a tree far off on the edge of the wood-lot” (77). synesthesia & imagery
“keen air,”  “lazy and light of mood,” “warmth and harmony” (77)  juxtaposition with previous mood

“Zeena’s empty rocking-chair stood facing him” (78). personification & symbolism

“streak of red in her hair” (78) symbolism

“…Ethan’s smoke… began to throw a blue haze about the lamp” (79). Motif

“She laughed with pleasure, her head tilted back, the lamplight sparkling on her lips and teeth” (79).  Character; imagery, juxtaposition

“But that had been out-of-doors, under the open irresponsible night” (81).  Symbolism, pathetic fallacy, juxtaposition

“He drew up to the table again and she sewed on in silence with dropped lashes…” (82).  Foreshadowing

Mattie waited, as if to give the echo time to drop, and then went on: “She hasn’t said anything to you?”


He shook his head.  “No, not a word”  (82). Reflecting on Z’s character

“She sat silent, her hands clasped on her work, and it seemed to him that a warm current flowed toward him along the strip of stuff that still lay unrolled between them” (83).  Symbolism and motif of silence

“…the sudden movement of the empty chair has set up a spectral rocking” (83). Tenets of Realism

“[W]ithout knowing what he did he stooped his head and kissed the bit of stuff in his hold” (84).

“[T]he light she carried before her [made] her dark hair look like a drift of mist on the moon” (85).  Chiaroscuro and motif

“He gazed blankly about the kitchen, which looked cold and squalid in the rainy winter twilight” (91).  Juxtaposition and symbol

“I’m a great deal sicker than you think” (95).  What does this mean?  Multi-layered statement?

“complications” versus “troubles” (95) diction

“He wants I should have a hired girl.  He says I oughtn’t to have do to a single thing around the house.”  Later: “He no longer believed what Zeena had told him of the supposed seriousness of her state: he saw…only a plot hatched…” (97).

“[Y]ou grudged me the money to get back my health when I lost it nursing your own mother!” (97).  Character shift

“Through the obscurity which hid their faces their thoughts seemed to dart at each other like serpents shooting venom” (98).  Language

“Zeena laughed.  It was an odd unfamiliar sound…” (100). Juxtaposition

“I know well enough what they say of me having kep’ her here as long as I have” (101). What is it they say?

“Ethan looked at her with loathing.  She was no longer the listless creature who had lived at his side in a state o sullen self-absorption, but a mysterious alien presence, an evil energy secreted from the long years of silent brooding” (103).  Character

“[B]ut he had found her lips at last and now he was drinking unconscious of everything but the joy they gave him” (105). Essential Question 3

“[G]athering up the bits of broken glass she went out of the room as if she carried a dead body…” (111).  symbol
Big Understanding: The quiet of everyday life soothes.  It is that understanding that draws in the reader, despite the absence of dramatic plot twists.


Essential Questions:


1.  When is it necessary to reinvent oneself?


2.  How much of who we are depends on our circumstances?


3.  How does one know when love is real or merely infatuation?
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